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• December 2014-June 2015 - Planning for 

Implementation of IIIF to Digitized BAV manuscripts: 

the Pilot Project



WWW.DIGI.VATLIB.IT
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May 2016: the new implementation 
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The current implementation

19051 digital objects

(including 16628 manuscripts)

- i.e. over 7.5 million images 

October 2016 - September 2019:  A three-year project to enrich the digital 

delivery of materials by annotating some exemplary manuscripts with 

scholarly analysis:

Web Thematic Pathways of Medieval Manuscripts from the 

Vatican Collections using IIIF



Four Thematic pathways

• Courses in Paleography (Greek and Latin, from antiquity to the 

Renaissance)

• The evolution and trasmission of texts of specific works: Latin Classics

• Vatican Palimpsests: Digital Recovery of Erased Identities

• The humanist prince’s library: Federico da Montefeltro and his  

manuscripts



Turquoise: 

transcription

White: 

illumination

Yellow: simple note

Red: codicological 

note



URB.LAT.365, F. 

1R (DANTE

URBINATE, SEC. 

XV EX.), E.G. 

ILLUMINATED

INCIPIT PAGE

WITH TAGS.



URB.LAT.491, F. 1R (SEC. XV MED.), E.G. A FREE-

FORM WITH PUTTI HOLDING THE FEDERICO DA

MONTEFELTRO’S COAT OF ARMS.



VAT.LAT.12910, F. 28V (SEC. XI), E.G. OF POLYGONAL

ANNOTATION.



VAT.LAT.10696 (SEC. IV-V), E.G. A SMALL

ANNOTATION IN OTHER LARGER ANNOTATION.



URB.LAT.9, F. 192V (SEC. XV EX.), E.G.  TRANSCRIPTION OF

HEBREW COLOPHON.



VAT.LAT.5757, P. 239, PALIMPSEST OF CICERO, DE

REPUBLICA, DISCOVERED BY A. MAI IN 1819.
SCRIPTIO SUPERIOR (SEMI-UNCIAL, SEC. VII), SCRIPTIO INFERIOR

(UNCIAL, SEC. IV-V).



URB.GR.154, FF. 

121V + 126R, 

(SEC. XV, 

SCRIPTIO

INFERIOR SEC. 

XI), E.G. 

CANVASES WITH

DIFFERENT TYPE

OF

ANNOTATIONS.



PATH D: URB.LAT.326 (SEC. XV EX.), E.G. NOTES ON ORIGINAL

BINDING WITH LINK TO OLD CATALOGUE.
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CONCLUSIONS…

• SAVE THE DATE!

1/10/2019 …. The launch of the Project
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• OTHER INITIATIVES … I would like to mention

• Italian translation of the IIIF specifications

• UNI Commissione Documentazione e Informazione SC4 «Automazione e 
Documentazione»

• New Work Item Proposal ballot: IIIF specs as a national standard



THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION

manoni@vatlib.it
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