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The SIGEC (General Catalogue 
Information System) is an ICCD tool 
to control and manage the process 
of cataloguing.  
The system is composed by two 
operating environments: 
- production and management of 
sheets (operation subsystem) 
-  catalogue public access (user 
subsystem). 
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We can access to SIGECweb with any 
browser and it doesn’t need any 
hardware or software configuration.  
The system model, based on the 
association of functions to agents’ roles, 
allows to divide the operational 
environment into two macro areas: the 
cataloguing area and the administrative 
area.  

Cataloguing area 

Administrative area 

Login 
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The tree structure of data 
summary of SIGECweb carries 
out a first filtering on different 
types of norms available. 
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Data summary allows to show a 
synthesis of catalogue sheet 
content in SIGECweb and to carry 
out data search based on 
parameters. 
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From data summary we can see a 
detailed catalogue. 

 
Methodologies for cataloguing cultural heritage  
  

Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities  
Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation  

Digital cataloguing in SIGECweb 



In the cataloger working area we 
can create new sheets or review 
existing sheets. 
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Functions and their relation system integrate in a 
unique context the whole information about 
cultural properties, to bring back the originary unity 
of cultural heritage.  
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Not only immovable properties (for 
example architectures or 
archaeological sites or 
monuments), but also movable 
properties (historical and artistic 
properties, archaeological finds, 
etc.) can be located in a territory by 
their relation with their ‘container’, 
that is the conserving structure 
(museums, monuments, sites, 
religious buildings, storages, etc.).  
For these reasons, in the SIGECweb 
cartographic module, specific 
functions are inserted, to show and 
share geographic data on cultural 
properties.  
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In the SIGECweb, to manage the 
amount of previous data without 
geographic information, and to 
obtain a cartographic 
representation of these cultural 
properties, automatisms have 
been implemented, to obtain, for 
example, the location of the object 
thanks to its geographic-
administrative location. 
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GEOCODING 
Procedure to ‘translate’ alphanumeric data 
into coordinates, to show the location of the 
cultural property on the territory 
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The precision of the shown point 
depends on the precision of data 
about the address of the property. 
Even so, this information is a useful 
geographic identification, that can 
be refined by the input of a more 
detailed georeferencing.  

Geocoding from addres 

Detailed georeferencing 
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The web-GIS was designed to allows 
a quick navigation on Google maps 
and to have a more precise 
georeferencing on WMS 
cartographic services(Web Map 
Service), according to OGC 
standards (Open Geospatial 
Consortium).  
 
The spatial reference system (SRS) 
of the cartographic module in 
SIGECweb is the World Geodetic 
System 1984 (WGS84). 

Google Maps navigation 
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To better show the location of a 
cultural properties, a web-GIS  
(Geographical Information System) 
window has been designed, where 
simple tools are made available to 
guide the user in the representation 
of the property by geometrical 
drawings (points, lines and areas) 
on the map. 
These tools copy in the catalogue 
sheet the coordinates of vertexes 
and information about the spatial 
reference system. 
 

Editing map 

Area sketch 
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GEOREFERENCING 
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The result obtained by the 
representation of property on the 
territory is really helpful for the 
knowledge of cultural heritage, 
particularly for the analysis of what 
is already catalogued: with this kind 
of representation we have a visual 
exemplification of distribution and 
amount of cultural heritage, 
allowing more detailed data search.  
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