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The ICCD cataloguing standards establish uniform and shared criteria for national 
cataloguing, serving in digital information management. 

ICCD CATALOGUING STANDARDS 

NORMS 

TERMINOLOGICAL 
INSTRUMENTS 
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The ICCD catalogue sheets are the best known and most important normative instruments. 
Catalogue sheets provide ordered collection of descriptive information on cultural 
properties. The internal path guides the cataloguer, and the system checks and codifies the 
incoming data according to precise criteria. 

NORMS 

Catalogue sheets are the main standards for description of properties, and the fulcrum of 
all cataloguing activity. 

CATALOGUE 
SHEETS 

NORMS 
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NORMS 

Other instruments elaborate on and revolve around the catalogue sheets. These include 
authority files, "detailed study" forms, and records documenting the property 
"containers". 

AUTHORITY FILES 

DETAILED STUDY 
FORMS 

CULTURAL PROPERTY 
CONTAINERS 

CATALOGUE 
SHEETS 

NORMS 
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ICCD catalogue sheets are subdivided into different types, according to disciplinary sectors.  

CATALOGUE SHEETS 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
HERITAGE 

ARCHITECTURAL AND 
LANDSCAPE HERITAGE 

DEMO-ETHNO-
ANTHROPOLOGICAL 

HERITAGE 

PHOTOGRAPHIC 
HERITAGE 

MUSICAL 
HERITAGE 

NATURAL 
HERITAGE 

NUMISMATIC 
HERITAGE 

SCIENTIFIC AND 
TECHNOLOGICAL HERITAGE 

HISTORICAL AND 
ARTISTIC HERITAGE 

Each catalogue sheet has an identifying acronym, taken from the names of the heritage areas: A for the 
Architecture records, OA for Historical and artistic objects, RA for archaeological finds, and so on. 

CATALOGUE 
SHEETS 
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Catalogue sheets are also organised in terms of property features, namely: movable properties, 
immovable properties, and intangible heritage.  

MOVABLE 
PROPERTIES 

IMMOVABLE 
PROPERTIES 

INTANGIBLE 
HERITAGE 

CATALOGUE SHEETS 

Generally they are sizeable 
properties, attached to or 
incorporated in the earth's 
surface.  Examples are buildings, 
monumental complexes, and 
territorial areas. 

Objects and artefacts which can be 
moved, including those currently 
"immobilised by installation". By this 
we mean that they are currently 
incorporated in a given context, but 
could theoretically be dismounted and 
moved. Examples are frescoes, 
lapidary works, or inscriptions inserted 
in structural walls. 

Cultural heritage in the form of 
traditional events, techniques, and 
knowledge. This kind of heritage is 
"collected" by researchers at the 
moment of action or performance. 
Examples are village festivals, 
choral, instrumental and theatre 
performances, artisanal techniques 
and oral literature.  

CATALOGUE 
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CATALOGUE SHEETS: CULTURAL PROPERTY LOCATION 

The ICCD mission is to provide 
qualitative and quantitative 
knowledge of all Italian cultural 
heritage.  

Precise knowledge of the 
quantity, extent and territorial 
distribution of properties is 
particularly important in disaster 
situations, for rapid intervention 
and effective management of all 
situations and resources.  
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The General Catalogue Information 
System, or SIGECweb, provides the 
necessary instruments for disaster 
response. 

The system includes specific functions to 
map the properties, to use 
interoperable mapping applications via 
Web Map Services (WMS), and to 
export geographic data in "open" 
formats, such as Geography Markup 
Language (GML). 
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2. The second window uses data 
acquired by Web Map Service. 
Those maps are created by 
authorised agencies and are 
very precise and reliable. 

Google Map Window 

Editing Window/  
Authorised Agencies maps 

• Quick navigation (zoom and pan) 
 
• Use of Google Map’s layers 
(satellite/streets/landscape) 
 
• Location search   

• Zoom alignment with Google Map 
 

• Visualization of maps associated to the 
cataloguing activities  

• Property Georeferencing 

The SIGECweb GIS system provides windows for managing two map types:  

1. The first window uses 
Google Maps, for quick 
navigation and location 
search.  
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CULTURAL PROPERTY 
LOCATION 

GEOCODING 

GEOREFERENCING 

The properties catalogued in SIGECweb are mapped in two ways: by geocoding and by 
georeferencing. 
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Geocoding transforms the geographic-administrative location of the property into a pair of 
geographic coordinates referring to a specific point. By "geographic-administrative" location we mean 
the administrative region, the province within the region, the municipality and finally the street 
address. Geocoding identifies the geographic-administrative address in a specific database, and then  
provides the geographic coordinates. This is the first level of identification of the property location. 

GEOCODING 
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All catalogue sheets have got the geographic location paragraph [LC - GEOGRAPHIC-
ADMINISTRATIVE LOCATION]. 

GEOCODING 
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GEOCODING 

If we open this paragraph we find the set of fields [GEOGRAPHIC-ADMINISTRATIVE 
LOCATION], where we can enter location data. 
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Once these data have been compiled, the user can easily manage the interactive 
geocoding operation just clicking on the street symbol next to the paragraph name. 

GEOCODING 
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GEOCODING 

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 

The location data will be transformed 
into a pair of geographic coordinates 
referring to a specific point, that will 
appear on the map as a red flag symbol. 
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Georeferencing provides a precise location of the cultural property, as a digital datum 
associated with a pair of geographic coordinates (x, y) within a specific geographic 
reference system.  

GEOREFERENCING 
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GIS systems (like the one used by SIGECweb) allow the operator to create georeferencing 
by point, by line or by area.  

GEOREFERENCING 
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Georeferencing by point defines a single pair of x-y coordinates, while georeferencing by 
line and requires as many coordinate pairs as necessary to compose the line or polygon. 
The cataloguer decides geometries among line, point and area, according to what suits 
the property 

GEOREFERENCING 
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 can be described by every georeferencing type 

MOVABLE PROPERTY 

IMMOVABLE PROPERTY 

 can be described only by the georeferencing by point 

GEOREFERENCING 
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 Catalogue sheets for immovable properties instead allow 
the three types of georeferencing: by point, by line and by 
area.  

MOVABLE PROPERTY 

IMMOVABLE PROPERTY 

 Movable properties are generally quite small in size, and so 
the catalogue sheets only allow georeferencing by point. In 
fact the position of a movable object is defined by 
georeferencing its physical container, which could be a church, 
a museum, a palazzo, a monumental site, a public garden, etc. 

GEOREFERENCING 
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Georeferencing can be done in two different ways:  
 
a) Georeferencing from known coordinates 

The georeferencing data (type, method, coordinates, the spatial reference system, 
cartographic base, etc.) are compiled  directly in the fields of the catalogue sheet.  

GEOREFERENCING 
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b) Interactive georeferencing 
We work directly inside the web-GIS,  to georeference a point, a line or a polygon 
on an editing map. Automatically the GIS will enter some data, like the geographic 
coordinates, the spatial reference system, the cartographic base, etc.  

GEOREFERENCING 
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GEOREFERENCING BY POINT – immovable property 
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Differences between GEOCODING and GEOREFERENCING 
Geocoding gives approximate identification of the property location. Georeferencing 
instead gains highly accurate results.  
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GEOREFERENCING BY LINE – immovable property  
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GEOREFERENCING BY LINE – immovable property  
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GEOREFERENCING BY POLYGON – immovable property  
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Cultural property “containers”  

 
GEOREFERENCING BY POLYGON– immovable property  
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GEOREFERENCING – movable properties  
Thinking about movable properties, we can immediately understand that it would be 
illogical to provide georeferencing. For example, for artworks in a museum: 
georeferencing each one would be pointless; what we want instead is to georeference the 
physical "container" for all the properties.  
 
However there are certain cases where georeferencing would be useful in cataloguing 
movable properties, for example when they have no "physical container" or, with 
georeferenced container, when we still want to add data.  
 
Let's take the example of the monuments to Italy's war dead. Throughout the country, 
those properties have been catalogued using the "Historical and artistic objects" or "OA" 
catalogue sheet. Although those monuments might seem to be "immovable" properties, 
they can also be considered "movable but immobilised by installation", as we saw earlier 
in our definitions.  
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Cultural property “containers”  

 
GEOREFERENCING BY POINT – movable property  

They are isolated works, with a precise location 
without a container; in this case it is useful 
identifying their coordinates in the catalogue 
record.  
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GEOREFERENCING BY POINT – movable property  
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Cultural property “containers”  

 
GEOREFERENCING BY POINT – movable property  
We should also include georeferencing in the case of mobile archaeological objects within 
a very large site, registered using the "archaeological" or RA catalogue sheet.  
 
For example in Ostia Antica we have finds such as column sections and bases, distributed 
throughout the site. Recording the specific locations by georeferencing serves to protect, 
manage and control all the works. 
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RA catalogue sheets within an archaeological site  

RA 

RA 

RA 

RA 
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GEOREFERENCING BY POINT – movable property  
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Cultural property “containers”  

 
GEOREFERENCING BY POINT – movable property  
A similar "modern" case concerns large contemporary artworks, situated in sculpture 
parks or gardens.  
 
These are "Contemporary historical and artistic materials", catalogued with the OAC 
catalogue sheet, where, once again, the inclusion of georeferencing is important to 
manage and protect the works. 
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OAC 

OAC (contemporary art works) catalogue sheets within a sculpture park 

OAC 

OAC 

OAC 
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Around the catalogue sheets we have other instruments to acquire knowledge on cultural 
heritage, such as authority files, "detailed study" forms and "container" forms. These 
provide a coherent system of rules to integrate further components in digital information 
management. 

OTHER INSTRUMENTS FOR ORGANIZED ACQUISITION 

AUTHORITY FILES 

DETAILED STUDY 
FORMS 

CULTURAL PROPERTY 
CONTAINERS 

CATALOGUE 
SHEETS 

NORMATIVE 
INSTRUMENTS 
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Authority files are used to record information closely related to cultural properties, such as 
concerning bibliographic sources, authors of works, or excavation programs. Currently 
there are four types of authority files:  

Each entity recorded in the archives, such as an author or a publication file, is fully 
described and identified with its own unique identifier. The identifiers serve as "links" 
between the catalogue sheets and authority files. 

AUTHORITY FILES 

AUTHORITY FILES 

AUT - author 

BIB - bibliography 

RCG – archaeological surveys 

DSC - archaeological excavations 
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Linked to the catalogue sheets, they are used for specialized description and 
documentation of properties. A particular property could require in-depth documentation 
about its form, original execution, or subject, for example. Matters of this kind go beyond 
what can be recorded using only catalogue sheets. 

DETAILED STUDY FORMS 

At the moment, the ICCD is preparing three detailed study forms: 

As for authority files, each detailed study record has its own identifier, which serves as connection to the 
related catalogue sheets. Such records allow cataloguing of complex properties without weighing down 
the basic description of the catalogue sheet. The use of these few additional instruments avoids the 
creation of a multitude of highly specialized catalogue sheets.  

DETAILED STUDY 
FORMS 

EP – epigraphy  

US – stratigraphic units 

TM – masonry wall types 
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CONTAINERS  
They are the "centers of aggregation" for cultural properties, especially movable 
properties. A "container record" allows us to retrieve the list of all the properties and 
catalogue sheets associated with that container.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ICCD system provides for two types of containers: 
- the physical container 
- the juridical container  
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CONTAINERS  
Like authority files and multimedia records, container forms are a support to catalogue 
sheets, providing norms to manage further data within SIGECweb. In particular, they 
provide a controlled archive of descriptive and location data concerning the containers of 
properties. This is particularly useful in managing protection and movement of movable 

heritage, and for an immediate response in case of disasters.  
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CF FORM 

PHYSICAL CONTAINER  

CG FORM 

JURIDICAL CONTAINER 

The current version of both norms is 
the  4.00 

The abbreviations for the two forms are 
"CF", for physical container, and "CG" 
for juridical container.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTAINERS 
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PALAZZO 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONUMENT 

HISTORICAL GARDEN 

CHURCH 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE 

esempi: 

the real place or territorial area 
where the property is found 
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CF FORM 

PHYSICAL CONTAINER  
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MUSEUM 

ART GALLERY 

PAINTINGS GALLERY 

PLASTER COLLECTION 

examples: 

the organisational structure 
legally recognised as the 

"custodial place" of the property 

PRIVATE COLLECTION 
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CG FORM 

JURIDICAL CONTAINER 

 
Metodologies for cataloguing cultural heritage 
  

Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities 
Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MAIN FEATURES OF THE CF FORM - PHYSICAL CONTAINER 

CF form has its own unique identifier, the PHYSICAL CONTAINER IDENTIFIER or CCF. The CCF 

serves as link to both catalogue sheets and juridical-container records.  
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The physical container record can be connected to one or more juridical container 

records. In the example below, the CF is connected to only one juridical container. 
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MAIN FEATURES OF THE CF FORM - PHYSICAL CONTAINER 
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In this second example, the CF is connected to four juridical containers because, within 
the single physical container, there are four different museums and each one is a juridical 

container.  
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MAIN FEATURES OF THE CF FORM - PHYSICAL CONTAINER 
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The CF also includes a reference image of the place: something the juridical container does not have. 
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MAIN FEATURES OF THE CF FORM - PHYSICAL CONTAINER 
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The CF also has a very precise location: in terms of administrative region, province, municipality, 
address, and the associated geographic coordinates.  
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MAIN FEATURES OF THE CF FORM - PHYSICAL CONTAINER 
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Both the physical and juridical container have the common feature that once they've been 
“SCIENTIFICALLY CHECKED" [verificata scentificamente], they are visible to any cataloguer working on 
the system. In this way, all operators can link their catalogue sheets to the appropriate CFs and CGs in 
the database. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 
MAIN FEATURES OF THE CF FORM - PHYSICAL CONTAINER 
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PHYSICAL CONTAINERS – Data Review mode 

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 

In the CONNECTIONS [Collegamenti] column, we can see the number of connected catalogue sheets. If 
we're logged in as a SIGECweb administrator, we can then see the individual catalogue sheets 
connected to the CF. 
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PHYSICAL CONTAINERS – Catalogue sheets connected to CF 

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 

 
Metodologies for cataloguing cultural heritage 
  

Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities 
Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PHYSICAL CONTAINERS – visualisation of a CF form 

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 

In the "OPERATIONS" 
[Operazioni] column 
we can see the full 
physical container, 
selecting VIEW 
RECORD. 
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PHYSICAL CONTAINERS – cartographic visualisation 

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 

From the last 
"OPERATIONS" 
column, selecting 
MAP VIEW [Visualizza 
in cartografia], we 
open the SIGECweb 
map window, where 
we can see the 
container location, in 
both geocoding and 
georeferencing types.  
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MAIN FEATURES OF THE CG FORM – JURIDICAL CONTAINER 

The form has its unique JURIDICAL CONTAINER IDENTIFIER [Codice contenitore giuridico], or 

"CCG", serving as link to the associated catalogue sheets and to the physical container.  

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 

 
Metodologies for cataloguing cultural heritage 
  

Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities 
Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation  



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A CG form cannot exist alone but only in connection with a physical container form. In fact 

we see here that the CCF or physical container code is a compulsory field in the CG form.  
 
 
 

The CCF record is compulsory  
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It can be connected to only one physical container.  
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MAIN FEATURES OF THE CG FORM – JURIDICAL CONTAINER 
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It can be connected to only one physical container.  
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MAIN FEATURES OF THE CG FORM – JURIDICAL CONTAINER 

In fact, looking at the CCF field, or physical container identifier, we see that it's a single, 
non-repeatable field. The reason is that we always need to know the precise juridical and 
spatial location of our collections, without ambiguity. Therefore, we cannot create a form in 

which an object could be identified in two places at once. 
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Unlike the physical container form, the CG form does not have a reference image: in fact from the 
data review mode, we can see that the "image" column is empty. 
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MAIN FEATURES OF THE CG FORM – JURIDICAL CONTAINER 

 
Metodologies for cataloguing cultural heritage 
  

Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities 
Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The CG form does not have a field to record a physical location: the juridical container takes 

its location from its physical container.  
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However, we can use the form to provide more detailed information. To do this, we can 
compile the field named “DETAILED INFORMATION” [Indicazioni specifiche], where we can 
record details about the collection location within the physical container. Thinking about a 
large urban palazzo, containing three museums: in the detailed-information field, we can 
record details about the position of the specific museums within the palazzo, such as the 

wing or floor. 
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As for the CF form, once it has been SCIENTIFICALLY CHECKED, the CG form is visible to all 
cataloguers on the system, so that they can connect all their catalogue sheets to the appropriate 
juridical container. 
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Cultural property “containers”  

 
JURIDICAL CONTAINERS – Data Review mode 

In the CONNECTIONS [collegamenti] column, we can see the physical containers connected to our 
juridical container.  
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JURIDICAL CONTAINERS – Catalogue sheets connected to CG 
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We can see also the number of connected catalogue sheets.  

 
 
 
 
 

If we are logged in SIGECweb as an administrator, we can also see the catalogue sheets linked to 
the juridical container.  
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Cultural property “containers”  

 
JURIDICAL CONTAINERS – Catalogue sheets connected to CG 
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Cultural property “containers”  

 

Still in "data review", in 
the "OPERATIONS" 
column, clicking on VIEW 
FORM, we can see the 
CG form.  

JURIDICAL CONTAINERS – Visualisation of a CG form 
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Cultural property “containers”  

 

The form is much simpler 
than physical container’s 
one, at least in terms of 
compulsory fields. Speaking 
of other differences,  there 
isn’t the MAP VIEW option, 
because the juridical 
container does not have an 
autonomous spatial location.  

JURIDICAL CONTAINERS – Visualisation of a CG form 
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CULTURAL PROPERTY “CONTAINERS”: use cases 

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 

Here there are some use cases of the combination of physical and juridical container forms.  
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OA 

 
 
 
 
 

Cultural properties held in a juridical container (such as a museum collection), which is 
in turn held in a physical container (the museum building). 

 
 
 
 
 

RA 

PHYSICAL 
CONTAINER 

OA 

RA 

JURIDICAL 
CONTAINER 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

address 

OA 

coordinates 

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 
CULTURAL PROPERTY “CONTAINERS”: use cases 
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GALLERIA BORGHESE 

JURIDICAL CONTAINER 

VILLA BORGHESE PINCIANA 

PHYSICAL CONTAINER OA 

piazzale Scipione 
Borghese, 5 - Roma 

OA 

OA 

OA 
OA 

12.492145, 41.914224 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PALAZZO DEI DIAMANTI 

PHYSICAL CONTAINER 

Corso Ercole I d'Este 
21 - Ferrara 

12.492145, 41.914224 

OA 

OA 

PINACOTECA NAZIONALE 
DI FERRARA 

JURIDICAL CONTAINER 

OA 

OA 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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properties held in different juridical containers, all situated in the same physical 

container.  
 
 
 
 
 

PHYSICAL 
CONTAINER 

OA 

JURIDICAL 
CONTAINER 

N.1 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

address 

OA 

RA 

JURIDICAL 
CONTAINER 

N.2 coordinate 

OA 

RA 

RA 

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 
CULTURAL PROPERTY “CONTAINERS”: use cases 
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MUSEO D’ARTE ANTICA 

JURIDICAL CONTAINER 

CASTELLO SFORZESCO 

PHYSICAL CONTAINER 

MUSEO DEGLI 
STRUMENTI MUSICALI 

JURIDICAL CONTAINER 

GABINETTO 
NUMISMATICO 

JURIDICAL CONTAINER 

NU 

OA 

SM 

OA 

RA 

NU 

NU 

SM 
SM 

piazza Castello, Milano 

9.179284, 45.470513  

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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properties held in a physical container, but without a juridical container (a 

frequent situation for properties held within a church building). 
 
 
 
 
 

PHYSICAL 
CONTAINER OA 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

indirizzo 
OA 

OA 

coordinate 

OA 

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 
CULTURAL PROPERTY “CONTAINERS”: use cases 
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OA 

OA 

OA 

indirizzo 

PHYSICAL CONTAINER 

S. LUIGI DEI FRANCESI 

piazza S. Luigi dei 
Francesi, Roma 

12.474604, 41.899566 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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properties held in different locations of a single juridical container. Here, each 
location is catalogued as a juridical container in itself, representing the parts of a 

juridical complex, and then associated with its related physical container.  
 
 
 
 

PHYSICAL 
CONTAINER 

N.2 

JURIDICAL 
CONTAINER 

N.1 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

address 

OA 

RA 

JURIDICAL 
CONTAINER 

N.2 

PHYSICAL 
CONTAINER 

N 1 

RA 

OA OA 

RA 

coordinates 

address 

coordinates 
JURIDICAL COMPLEX 

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 
CULTURAL PROPERTY “CONTAINERS”: use cases 
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MUSEO NAZIONALE ROMANO 
DI PALAZZO MASSIMO 

JURIDICAL CONTAINER 

MUSEO NAZIONALE ROMANO 
DELLE TERME DI DIOCLEZIANO 

JURIDICAL CONTAINER 

MUSEO NAZIONALE ROMANO 
DI PALAZZO ALTEMPS 

JURIDICAL CONTAINER 

MUSEO NAZIONALE ROMANO 
DI CRYPTA BALBI 

JURIDICAL CONTAINER 

CF: PALAZZO ALTEMPS 

CF: TERME DI DIOCLEZIANO 

CF: PALAZZO MASSIMO 

CF: CRYPTA BALBI 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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Cultural properties held in different branch of the same juridical container: every 
branch is catalogued as a different juridical container (specifying the juridical 

complex) and is linked with its physical container. 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 
CULTURAL PROPERTY “CONTAINERS”: use cases 
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ICCD carries out a SIGECweb "batch" operation to create the two types of container 
records.  
 
The system reads "Name of collection" and "Name of specific location" data, from two 
specific fields of all catalogue sheets of artistic and archaeological objects, and uses this 
to create the physical and juridical container records, so that they are already linked to 
the catalogue sheets from the moment of creation. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Creation of PHYSICAL CONTAINERS and JURIDICAL CONTAINERS starting from the 
catalogue sheets in the ICCD database  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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In all the movable properties catalogue sheet, in the geographic-administrative location 
paragraph [LC- LOCALIZZAZIONE GEOGRAFICO-AMMINISTRATIVA] 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Creation of PHYSICAL CONTAINERS and JURIDICAL CONTAINERS starting from the 
catalogue sheets in the ICCD database  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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There is the set of elements: specific location [LDC-COLLOCAZIONE SPECIFICA] 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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In this set of elements we can give more information about the specific location of the movable property, 
so actually we give information about the physical container and about the juridical container to which 
our properties belong.  
 
In particular: 
 
- CURRENT NAME [LDCN-DENOMINAZIONE ATTUALE]  gives information about the physical container (CF)  
- COLLECTION NAME [LDCM-DENOMINAZIONE RACCOLTA]  gives information about the juridical container 

(CG)  
 
 
 

 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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La catalogazione del patrimonio archeologico, architettonico, 
paesaggistico, storico-artistico e demoetnontropologico 

In this case we know both the names of the physical container (CF) from the field 
“name” [LDCN-Denominazione] and of the juridical container (CG) from the field 
“collection name” [LDCM-Denominazione raccolta] 

 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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Soon after their automatic creation, the container forms images and geographic 
coordinates. 
 
As well, the system often creates two or more physical container records even if there is 
only a single building. So we have to correct the records, reducing them to only one record 
for all the catalogue sheets connected to a given container.  
 
We are currently working on eliminating duplicates and cleaning up the container records in 
the SIGECweb system. This includes inserting the geographic coordinates and images of the 
"containers". Once the records are scientifically checked, they are then available to all 
operators, for full cataloguing of movable properties.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 

Creation of PHYSICAL CONTAINERS and JURIDICAL CONTAINERS starting from the 
catalogue sheets in the ICCD database  
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The complete forms are then added to an authoritative list of containers, called the "Places of custody" 
list [Luoghi di conservazione]. Drawing on this, all operators can link their catalogue sheets to correct 
containers.  

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 
Creation of PHYSICAL CONTAINERS and JURIDICAL CONTAINERS starting from the 
catalogue sheets in the ICCD database  
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When we create a new catalogue sheet, if we open the geographic-administrative location paragraph 
[LC-LOCALIZZAZIONE GEOGRAFICO-AMMINISTRATIVA], we can see the “connect” button (chain symbol) 

 
 
 
 
 

Connection of PHYSICAL CONTAINERS and JURIDICAL CONTAINERS to new catalogue 
sheets 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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The first one, near the field “State” [PVCS-Stato], connects the catalogue sheet to a physical 
container (CF).  
 
The “disconnect” button (broken chain symbol) disconnects the physical container from our 
catalogue sheet.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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The second one, corresponding to the “collection name” field [LDCM-Denominazione raccolta], 
connects the catalogue sheet to the juridical container (CG).   
 
The “disconnect” button (broken chain symbol) disconnects the juridical container from our 
catalogue sheet.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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By selecting the first one “connect” button for the physical containers, a research window will be 
opened, that will allow us to search for the physical container in the database or to create a new one if 
it does not already exist.  

 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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By selecting the “search” [CERCA] button, a list of physical containers will be opened, among which we 
can do our research, using the key fields of the catalogue sheet and, once we have found the one that 
we need, we can choose it through the “select” [SELEZIONA] button.  

 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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The fields will be automatically filled in the OA catalogue sheet that we are working on. 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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To connect a juridical container to our OA catalogue sheet we can select the “connect” button next to 
the “collection name” field [LDCM-Denominazione raccolta], 

 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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Also in this case by selecting the “search” [CERCA] button, a list of juridical containers will be opened, 
among which we can do our research, using the key fields of the catalogue sheet and, once we have 
found the one that we need, we can choose it through the “select” [SELEZIONA] button.  

 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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The LDCM field of our OA catalogue sheet will be filled in with the name of the juridical container. This 
field is not manually editable unless we do not disconnect the container through the “disconnect” 
symbol (broken chain). In this case the field will be cleaned up and the connection will be cancelled. 
 
 

 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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If we now visualize our OA catalogue sheet in the data review mode, in the “connections” 
[collegamenti] column we will find the connected physical and juridical container.  

 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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EXTERNAL CONNECTION TO CONTAINERS 
 
At the bottom of the data review screen, we see the CONNECT CONTAINERS [Collega contenitori] 
button for the catalogue sheet. This is useful if we need to temporarily connect catalogued properties 
to containers that are different from their current locations. 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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EXTERNAL CONNECTION TO CONTAINERS 
 
Example: an earthquake damages a church, and all the artworks inside, catalogued using OA sheets, are 
now moved to a temporary storage. Using the "Connect containers" button, we can select all the 
catalogue sheets and connecting them to the temporary site of the physical container. 
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Cultural property “containers”  

 

VISUALIZATION OF THE PHYSICAL CONTAINERS ON THE VIR-Vincoli in rete PLATFORM 
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Cultural property “containers”  

 

VISUALIZATION OF THE PHYSICAL CONTAINERS ON THE VIR PLATFORM  
 

 
The VIR platform was launched in 2013. It draws on a full range of databases: "census", or 
basic identifying data, catalogue data, information on legal restrictions, and georeferencing.  
 
In this way, ICCD catalogue data are linked to all other databases, for a better safeguard and 
protection of cultural heritage throughout national territory. In fact the ICCD catalogue 
works as the nexus for the entire cooperative platform, aggregating information in a 
simplified on-line system, available to any citizen, and serving all public administrations. 
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VISUALIZATION OF THE PHYSICAL CONTAINERS ON THE VIR PLATFORM 
 

 

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 

The interoperative system draws on four databases managed by Ministry of Cultural Heritage 
agencies: 
 
1.  the National Risk Map [Carta del Rischio] system, containing information about all 

ministerial decrees with restrictive effects on architectural and archaeological properties. It is 
managed by the ISCR (Superior Institute for Conservation and Restoration), and contains 
records on the vulnerability of immovable properties throughout Italian territory.  

2. the Protected Properties National Information System, managed by the “Direzione generale 
archeologia, belle arti e paesaggio”, containing all decrees issued by the “Segretariati 
regionali del Ministero per i beni e le attività culturali” and “Soprintendenze”. 

3. the Territorial-Environmental-Landscape National Information System, also managed by the 
“Direzione generale archeologia, belle arti e paesaggio”. 

4. the General Catalogue Information System, or SIGECweb, managed by the ICCD. SIGECweb 
contains the catalogue sheets for all types of Italian cultural heritage, including immovable 
and movable properties. 
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VISUALIZATION OF THE PHYSICAL CONTAINERS ON THE VIR PLATFORM 
 
 

 

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 

Users operating on the VIR platform can see the movable properties catalogued in 
SIGECweb via their "containers", meaning the places where they are currently held.  
 
This is available regardless of the heritage qualities of the container, which could be of any 
kind: a church or museum building, subject to restrictions, but also an "anonymous" 
museum storage area or warehouse.  
 
ICCD developed this function so that operators working in the different national territories 
can have access to the information about properties locations, and so they can intervene 
for prevention against risks, response in emergencies, and enhancement of public services, 
such as in development of heritage tourism.  
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VISUALIZATION OF THE PHYSICAL CONTAINERS ON THE VIR PLATFORM 
 
 

 

 
Cultural property “containers”  

 

Physical containers are related to a digital system called Vincoli in Rete (acronym VIR), 
which means interconnected constraints, developed by the ISCR (Istituto Superiore per la 
conservazione e il restauro).  
 
The VIR platform provides access to the identifying information of cultural properties, 
including the legal and regulatory constraints for their protection and management.  
 
The VIR platform uses interoperable functions from the different Ministry of Heritage 
databases, making the information available to all potential users.  
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Cultural property “containers”  

 
Once the ICCD physical container forms have been scientifically checked they become 
visible on the VIR platform, along with all the catalogue sheets of the connected movable 
properties.  
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Cultural property “containers”  

 

 
Metodologies for cataloguing cultural heritage 
  

Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities 
Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation  



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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Cultural property “containers”  
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Cultural property “containers”  

 

 
Metodologies for cataloguing cultural heritage 
  

Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities 
Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Cultural property “containers”  
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Cultural property “containers”  
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Cultural property “containers”  
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Cultural property “containers”  
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Cultural property “containers”  
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