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The RA norm - Archaeological materials 

This presentation provides a 
summary of the sections 
composing the RA catalogue 
sheet, considering issues of 
particular relevance to the 
archaeological sector: 
 
 
• Relations among properies 
• Relations whit the 

territory 
• Archaelogical context 
• Supporting documentation 
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Thesaurus for definition of 
 CATEGORIES and MATERIALS 

 
• CLOTHING AND PERSONAL 

OBJECTS 
• FURNISHINGS 
• BUILDING 
• MEANS OF TRANSPORT 
• PAINTINGS 
• ARCHAEO-BOTANICAL 

MATERIALS 
• ARCHAEO-ZOOLOGICAL 

MATERIALS 
• SCULPTURE 
• INSTRUMENTS, TOOLS, 

OBJECTS OF DAILY USE 

The RA norm - Archaeological materials (version 3.00) 
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The first section,“CD – Code”, 
records the codes that 
provide the unequivocal 
identification of the property 
in the context of the national 
cultural heritage, and 
associate all the records for 
its description. 
The codes entered include 
the identification of the 
agency compiling the 
catalogue sheet and the 
MIBAC agency responsible 
for its preservation 

CD - CODE 
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UNIQUE CODE 

 0600003462 

The national catalogue of cultural 
properties 
 is organised on the basis of the 
Italian regions 

The UNIQUE CODE identifying each 
property entered in the catalogue 

consists of  the following sequence of 
numbers  

the national statistical code for the 
region 

(from 01 to 20) 
the general catalogue number of 

eight digits, assigned progressively by 
the ICCD, identifying the property 

within the sequence of numbers for 
the region  (00000001 to 99999999)  

 

Unique national catalogue code 
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The UNIQUE CODE provides 
unequivocal identification at the 
national level, and is recorded in 
the catalogue sheet describing 
each property. 

Sardegna Toscana 

 Puglia 

Emilia 
Romagna 

Unique national catalogue code 
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The RV section expresses the 
relations between the 
catalogued cultural properties 

RV - Relations 
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is contained in 

 RA – Archeological material 

  A - Architecture 

A mobile property can be 
related to the immovable 

property  
where it is currently held 

RV - Relations 
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is found in 

  SI – Archaeological site 

 RA - Archaeological material 

A movable property can be 
related to the immovable 

property   
where it was excavated 

RV - Relations 
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RV - Relations 

A property can be related to 
other properties through an 
instance of reuse 

 A - Architecture 

 RA - Archaeological material 

è riutilizzato in 
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RV - Relations 

Using the ROZ  field, further 
relations can be created 

between  
archaeological materials (with 

different NCTs) for 
 functional, typological, 

contextual and other reasons.  
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RV - Relations 

The data recorded in the RV-
RELATIONS section permit the 
reconstruction of links and the 
computerized navigation 
between the catalogue sheets 
of the different properties.  
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AC – Other codes 

The OTHER CODES section 
records:  
-codes that identify the same 
cultural property in other 
databanks 
(of an Italian region, a 
university, etc.); 
-codes referring to other 
types of norms serving for 
different aspects of analysing 
the same property 
(e.g. a conservation record 
sheet) 
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 OG – Object 

The OBJECT section 
contains the data for the 
identification of the object 
being catalogued, on the 
basis of its specific form 
and function 
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Thesaurus for the definition of archaeological artefacts 

http://www.iccd.beniculturali.it/index.php?it/473/standard-catalografici/Standard/74 
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OG – Object: examples of compilation 
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OG – Object: examples of compilation 
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OG – Object: examples of compilation 
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OG – Object: examples of compilation 
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LC  – Location 

The LC section contains 
information on the 
geographic location of 
the property at the 
moment of conducting 
the cataloguing, on the 
basis of the international 
and Italian 
administrative levels 

List of nations - UNI-ISO norm 3166-1, 1997 
(I)  

ISTAT list of Italian 
administrative levels 

Indication of the 
PHYSICAL 

and 
JURIDICAL CONTAINERS 
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The SIGECweb system includes geo-codification 
algorithms that translate the alpha-numeric data on 
the location of the property into coordinates for 
territorial mapping 

LC  – Location 
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LA– other location 

The LA field records  
localisation data concerning 
the history of the property, 
other than the data 
recorded in the LC section 
(which concerns only the 
location at the moment of 
cataloguing) 

The TLC field records the type 
of location being 
documented in this section. 
The data is structured as in 
the LC section, and is also 
linked to the DATING 
information (PRD field) 
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Locations concerning the history of the property 

SECTION LC (non-
repeatable) 

SECTION LA 
(repeatable)  

Location of the property at the  
moment of cataloguing  
 

Preceding location 

Place of excavation/recovery 

Place of production 
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UB – Heritage data 

The UB section 
contains data on the 
heritage 
inventorization and 
value of the 
property, as 
necessary for its 
administration and 
management 
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Paragrafo CS – Cadastral location 

The CS section contains information on the location of the property 
in terms of the national cadastral system 

In the case of a movable property, the “Type of localisation” can be 
the place at the moment of cataloguing, the place of production or 
the place of excavation/recovery 
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The Geo-referencing section identifies the coordinates and other information 
necessary for the precise positioning of the property (reference system, x-y 
coordinates, recording method and technique, base map) 

For mobile properties the geo-referencing coordinates can indicate the location 
of the property at the moment of cataloguing, the place of production or the  
place of excavation/recovery. 

Geo-referencing 
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Geo-referencing 

Computer processing based on 
GIS data permits mapping and 
reconstructions of various kinds, 
in different scales. These are 
indispensible instruments for the 
knowledge and management of 
the cultural heritage of a territory. 
Such processing can be 
performed using the SIGECweb 
system. 

For archaeological materials,  
the geo-referencing date 
permit preparation of  maps 
of object distribution and 
diffusion, and the 
reconstruction of sites and 
contexts. 
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RE – Excavation-recovery 

This section records information  
concerning the archeological 
investigations  related to the 
property: 
- surveys 
- excavations 
- other investigations 
 (coring, geo-surveys, etc.) 
 

The authority files provide  
detailed description of the  
various archaeological  
surveys (RCG norm) and  
excavation campaigns  
(DSC norm). 

Authority file  
RCG-Survey 

Authority file  
DSC-Excavation 

Computerized cataloguing and multimedia documentation 
Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities 

Central Institute for Cataloging and Documentation  



 
 
 

 

 

DT – Dating  

The DT section records the 
evidence for the dating the 
property. The dates can be by 
period or date-specific, but 
must always indicate the 
references (published 
literature, archaeological 
context, epigraphy, etc.) 
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AU – Cultural identification 

The AU section records  
information positioning  the 
property in a cultural 
context of production: 
information on the author  
(if known, using the relevant 
authority files (AUT-Author); 
or if the author  is not 
known then on the cultural 
context of production. These 
indications must be 
accompanied by indications 
of the justification 
(references in literature, 
archival documentation, 
epigraphy, etc.).  

Authority file  
AUT - Author 
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RO –  Relationship 

This section is compiled 
when the property is 
related to other 
properties such as a 
prototype version or a 
subsequent derivation 
(e.g. a copy, mould, 
replica, model, 
preparatory study). 
This section can also be 
used not note cases of 
reuse of the property, 
and the form of this 
reuse 
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MT –  Technical data 

The MT section records 
the data concerning the 
dimensions and the 
aterials and techniques 
of production of the 
property 

The measurements 
must be accompanied 
by the units of 
measure.  
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Open vocabulary for compilation of the MTC field 

Compilation of the MTC 
field is supported by an 
open vocabulary (i.e., not 
exhaustive, in progress). 
Each material is 
accompanied by a second 
level of techniques. The 
precise syntax for 
completion of the field is: 
material/technique, 
technique, technique 
(e.g. steel/engraved, 
enamelled).   

Computerized cataloguing and multimedia documentation 
Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities 

Central Institute for Cataloging and Documentation  



 
 
 

 

 

DA – Analytical data 

This section provides fields 
for the description of the 
property, including specific 
elements for the recording 
of any inscriptions, emblems, 
maker’s marks, punch-
marks, as well as a “free 
text” field for historical-
critical analysis. 
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CO – Conservation 

The CO section is used 
to record data on the 
state of conservation 
of the property at the 
moment of 
cataloguing, as 
determined by simple 
visual examination 
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RS – Restoration and analyses 

This section records 
data regarding any 
documented 
restorations of the 
property. The objective 
is to provide the 
information that 
contributes to the 
understanding of the 
object as it appears at 
the moment of 
cataloguing. This section 
also permit insertion of 
data from laboratory 
analyses concerning the 
property. 
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TU – Juridical conditions and restrictions 

The TU section serves 
in the preservation and 
management of the 
property, containing all 
information related to 
its juridical provisions 
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DO – Sources and documentation 

The DO section contains 
data on the supporting 
documentation 
containing knowledge 
concerning the property: 
photography, technical 
drawings, audio/video 
recordings, archival and 
published sources. 

The data structure 
includes fields for the 
recording the reference 
codes for the different 
types of documentation 
and the  BIB-Bibliography 
authority files 

Authority file  

BIB - Bibliografia 
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AD – Data access 

AD is a compulsory 
section, containing the 
ADSP subfield specifying 
the ‘access profile’ for the 
catalogue record, and thus 
the rules for public 
communication of the 
data. The subfield is 
compiled according at the 
direction of the authority 
responsible for knowledge 
of the property 
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 CM – Compilation 

The COMPILATION 
section ”certifies the 
quality” of the catalogue 
record. It records the 
year in which the norm 
was compiled, (indicating 
that the data was valid as 
of that date), as well as 
the name of the person 
responsible for the 
cataloguing 
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AN – Notes 

All catalogue sheets, 

including the RA, 

conclude with a free text 

field for any additional 

notes that could not be 

included in other parts of 

the data structure (e.g. on 

the research methods for 

the property) 
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