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. Archival Management and _ :
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Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Wet-plate collodion
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Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Silver DOP

Process Wet Plate Collodion 1851-1885
* Wet plate collodion

Type

* Negative

* Positive Transp arency

Image

e Silver

Supports
e (Glass

Binder
* (Collodion

Ministry of Culture
Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation



Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Ministry of Culture
Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation




Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

it 178 Db
SR REIN IR A
'\\\\~\ VAN

e

N B T

Ministry of Culture
Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation




Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Ministry of Culture
Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation




Fing v § »

o A A L P F AT TR S AR SR RN PR

Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

I

-

> +® & .
s > o e
A T W

i gt s g g o S § S  atths 02 o iR R g bk S Bl

»Y,

T

A e

D RLRERCIP OIS ISFRFRTE 2

T

a—

\J\v'

£

Ministry of Culture
Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation



Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Albumen print
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Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Silver POP

Image material
suspended in a
binder, binder

coated onto
paper support

Albumen print
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Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Albumen

Characteristics:

* Purple/red image
tone

Semi-matte or
glossy surface
sheen
Continuous in
tone

Image above
paper fibers 1n
binder, paper

fibers visible
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Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Gelatin POP
Collodion POP
Matte collodion
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Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Silver POP

Image material
suspended in a
binder, binder
coated onto
baryta, baryta
coated onto

paper support

Three layers

Gelatin POP
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Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Collodion POP

Characteristics:

* Purple/red image
tone

Glossy surface
sheen, 1ridescence
(sometimes)
Continuous n
tone

Image 1n binder,
paper fibers
obscured
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Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Gelatin POP

Characteristics:
* Purple/red

image tone

Glossy surface
sheen

Continuous 1n
tone

Image 1n binder,
paper fibers

obscured
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Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Matte Collodion

Characteristics:

* Purple/red;
Brown; Black
image tone

Semi-matte surface
sheen

Contihuous 1n
tone

Image above paper
fibers 1n binder,
paper fibers visible
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Carbon prints
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Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Process

* (Carbon
Image Material
* Pigment
Binder

* Gelatin

Supportt

* Paper
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Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Chromium

Carbon Prints o - i 1

. 2 o N ‘. ‘ '. P t t 1
* Differential Gloss oA 5 igment particle

* Pigment particles
(continuous in tone)

Carbon Print
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Cyanotype

Ministry of Culture
Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation




-
Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Process: cyanotype

Support: paper

Image Material: Prussian blue (ferric ferrocyanide)

50x magnification
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Platinotype
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50x magnification

Process: plattnum

" V’ :‘&‘;v

Support: paper e

Image Material: platinum
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Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

One layer

TRUE PHOTOGRAPH - Continuous Tone Image?®

Layer Structure Individual
and Surface Character Characteristics Process

« Red-Brown, Purple, or [-
Yellow-Brown [ SALTED PAPER
[mage Hue' PRINT
[ « Signs of Fading'

One Layer

N

= No Binder Layer®
+ No Baryta Layer*®
« Paper Fibers
Clearly Visible’
« Matte Surface®

= Blue Image Hue! CYANOTYPE

» Neutral Image Hue!
» No Image Fading'

PLATINOTYPE
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Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Two layers

Two Layers

« Binder Layer
Present’
= No Baryta
Layer?

» Paper Fibers
Visible
through Binder
in Highlights®
« Some Surface
Gloss’

—_—

« Signs of Fading'
« Highlights Yellow!

+ Red-Brown, Purple, or
Yellow-Brown Image Huoe'
« If Binder is Cracked,
Tiny Cracks Overall®
« Paper Fibers Visible
through Binder
in All Areas®
» No Image Reliel®

ALBUMEN PRINT

|

* No Image Fading'
» Image Relief?
« if Binder is Cracked,
Large Cracks in
Dark Areas Only®

CARBON PRINT
True Photograph

WOODBURYTYPE

Phatomechanical
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Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Three layers

GELATIN
PRINTING-OUT PAPER

« Warm or Purple 48
Image Hue' { o e

« Paper Fibers Invigible! These mwo processes are ofen ndissngushabin
Three Layers :
COLLODION
PRINTING-OUT PAPER
= Binder and
Baryta
Layers Present?
« Paper Fibers « No Image Fading' MATTE COLLODION
Partially | + Paper Fibers PRINTING-OUT PAPER
or Completely Partially Visible* WITH GOLD AND
Obscured in = No Mirroring* PLATINUM TONING
Highlights® '
- :
« Near-Neutral
Image Hue'
l 1
» Paper Fibers Invisible’
5 . : CGELATIN
i e DEVELOPING-OUT PAPER
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Historical photographic techniques: description and identification

Resources

Web Resoutces
* Graphics Atlas
— www.graphicsatlas.org
George Eastman Museum Photogmphic Processes Series
—  YouTube
Lingua Franca: A Common Language tor Conservators of Photographic Materials
— 1Tunes App

The Atlas ot Analytical Signatures ot Photographic Processes
—  www.getty.edu/conservation /publications_resources/pdf_publications/atlashtml

Print Resources
*  Care and Identification of 197 Century Photographic Prints by James Reilly
Photographs of the Past: Process and Preservation by Bertrand Lavedrine
* In the Darkroom: An I/lustrated Guide to Photographic Processes Before the Digital Age by Sarah

Kennel
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